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TEXAS CHHMs JOIN TOGETHER AT TCEQ

Texas’ largest environmental conference had a first!  A combined partnership between the Buffalo Bayou (Houston) ACHMM Chapter and the DFW (Dallas – Fort Worth) ACHMM Chapter exhibited at the TCEQ Trade Fair in Austin, Texas, in early May.  The environmental conference is one of the largest in the US, with over 4,000 attendees and over 450 exhibitors.

The group’s goal was three-fold;

to promote the CHMM to the state regulatory agency, TCEQ,
to create interest in the organization of an Austin ACHMM Chapter, and

to increase Chapter and Academy membership.

So, how successful were the CHMMs efforts?  Let’s start with the first goal!  The exhibit booth was strategically located next to TCEQ’s area in the hall; what better way to create an awareness and interaction than to be in their line of site?  Many CHMMs took advantage of the location to visit with regulators with the purpose of increasing their awareness of the value of our certification as it relates to ‘certifying’ processes and programs.

Our second goal, an Austin Chapter, will become a reality.  A core group of volunteers have been identified to work together to begin the process of working with the Chapter Development Committee to make the Chapter happen!  Thanks to these volunteers for taking the initiative and for dedicating their time to establish this Chapter in the state capital; both the Buffalo Bayou and DFW Chapters have agreed to provide any assistance the group might need.
The exhibit booth had over 100 + visitors (those that at least left a business card); we know there were more!  Membership applications were available and were taken; we have learned a lesson for future shows; need to have a method to identify new members as a result of the TCEQ Trade Fair to track our success rate.

Other interest from visitors centered on the new CHMP certification; we advised those asking to visit the IHMM website and that the Academy was definitely working on the new membership credential classification.
Thanks go to all the volunteers who dedicated their time (in at least two hour slots) and to the President’s of the Chapters for supporting this joint partnership, Mike Zarella (Buffalo Bayou) and Chris Leney (DFW); who also helped staff the booth.  Another ‘thank you’ goes to Richard McCormack who was unable to attend; his ‘behind the scenes’ help were fantastic!  The group is already making plans for the 2008 TCEQ Trade Fair; now it will have three partners working together!
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